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NOTES ON NATURAL HISTORY.

-
Huving devoted some space in u former paper to par-

ticulamk

1 fayorite, the pretty

withi my uf
and affectionate bullfinch, the very prince of European
cage-Lirds, I shall here s-yawrd about the house or
dwelling wiunlly provided for him. I think that nothing

can be mors wantonly cruel than the commion practice of
leaving the hl!dn:toud.toﬂuhoul danger of
being through his prison-bars, perishing
miserably by the fungs of the eat. I have mymelf
wd the upright wires of the
paw could possibly pass be-

awing tho cross-wires to

run within about an inch sod s half of each other. 1
would , na more elegant, s slight wire-lattice

one day ereating quite a sensation of horror, by golug up
to the paling, calling my old scquaintance by nume, and,
when he came up grunting and barking to where I stood,
forstehing his' jdws and poll to his infinite satisfuction.
This reminds me of o wild-boar anecdote 1 had from the
lnte Bir W. Maxwell. It would seem that s friend of his
in Scotland had recelved from Germany a splendid boar,
whichsoon after contrived to make his cecape, by leaping
u wall such as, it was prosumed, no pig could possibly
get over,  He uuu.iu hLis way into n patk where o number
of young cattle were grazing ; and they, belng excited by
liis strange pwohmstm.mdundodby
fairly bringing bimtnhuy -1 have always hoard, on the
cont:nrnt that o boar will overthrow horse and man, if
!hnynbldehkomt. and I fully believe it ; but so deter-
mined was the pnalavght of these stots upon the present
one, that, forming a circle around him, they contrived
totrmplohhntoduth and nlmost to atoms,

1 have had ocension to remark before, that some of
the very wildest, birds and animals are capable of being
tamed with facility, if taken young; while others ate

the re
m‘i‘hulqmddmt generally, are instances of the
peculiarity ; , the boldness of tame stags

‘B'nn:e'ullaqnt Ihwa'nlylm!t'thau. The
birds with tho nest sre L
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savage Every oue

of its habits, and . é?ftruu .?t’hhitm-

ukm are nwaro that, if taken young, it
up a8 tamo o8 n ud't:’tﬂkm

eapﬁhknl‘; lg& of attachment to its wastor. 1

bave it from nnwiﬂnh]mlmpﬁduynly.

wabers of I.mlgh Corrib, and return to the bost with ita
prey—generally a salmon—im its mouth. My informant

adds, that some

English officers qquartered in Galway

Posgibly, if his new friends had wnited a

sufficient. time o gain his afections by Kindncas, ul
might have been well ; but, anxions for sport, they took
i on. the water, a.milo:hlmgo. In n mum, the

otber mwmd with & sulwon in his jaws,

wyual, swamn for the boat.

seemod to wtrike him, and he hesitated, looked into

andd, aa

‘Ab he drew noar, a thought

faces of thoso whom he could see, swam about a little,
if pursuing his scrutiny, and ot last dived, aod wis seo

The probability is,

na
n
that missing the master

wom he knew, be had not sufficient mmlnm with

e have scen that the pheasant and gray pnrtridxn
E mpuua of domestication, while other denisens
and field yield to it nt once. uoil-appuuio

smong quadrupeds. The fox and

.niw have beon truly temed, so farua 1 know,
‘They do not seem to lmve brain enough for it ; and the
silly instict of timidity—silly, I mean, when no cause
Juatifies it—Iia too strong to be got over.  Yet there are

somo fow instances

of an etceeptionable kind, in which

ﬁnwmhwﬁhowuumnt{mwtumhywhm

resred.  The low eunning which is displayed
wmm:m“pm' W

tlon of cercbiral matter quits apart from thoss

Ll

L

lio in porne

.which distinguish the cranium of. the siokle snd
#nm How aften do we pes individusls

of the human species who strikingly illustrate both tem-

dog.
poraments |

Mhmwmmm in contemplating

thoss animals which,
m origin snd sourco of our domestic servants and
.~ Ido not, for my own part, believe that the

in o wild lhh,wﬁn

renders them even du.ngumul 1 hke it for mnted tlmt
they conld scarcely ever be tolerat tic

from their bold and fierce temper, uad their tendency to
use their horns when provoked. I have often seen it
tried, but slways with the result that the bucks wers
lwndqujte intolerable, and duly ** killed off.""  An ex-
ception may be ch!mcd for n very fine stag I once knew
na forming of the stadl of a marching regiment. He
went with here, wns much admired at

wlone it is needad. Ad.ulnhh.mhilhobnrmthﬂ
while thus sensitive to. the most insignilicant atom, it
bears, without resentmént, the atmospherie currents
which are constantly passing to and fro over its irritable
lips. ‘It rejects,'’ ways Paley, ** the touch of a erwmb
of bread, or & drop of water, with IWM canyulses
the whole frame ; and yot, left to §
office, the intermission of wsir alone,
guiet. It does not even make itself felt ; smmdounua
kuow that he Las s trachea.'' 'This cw j’
celving with such acuteness, this lmpl

lu. E:

yeb perfect rest snd ease when let alone

one wonld have thought, not likely to

gubject. 1t i4 to the junction, hnirwel‘, uf'llmﬂ almolf-
incousistent qualities in this, as well aa ' in some other
delicate parts of tho body, that we owe our sufoty and
our comfort—our safuty to their sensibility, our comfort
to their repose.

Another of the exninples adduced by Bell in that of tho
heart, The famous Dir. Harvey exim at the requost
of Charles I, o nobleman of the Montgomery hml!y,
who, In couuequmcu of an aboess, 'had » fistulous open

find 1t insensible. him,” ho says, ‘o
mmg,mnmh;‘umﬂm lwt
a and jhat M“i“ "
ma-m’wmmm outer gkin, or when he saw
our fingers in the cavity, this young noblenan kuew not
that we touched the hoart., Yet itis to the heart. that
we refer our joys, our su;mu,md our affections ; wo
speak of & hearted and & bad hearted, a true heartod
and & heartless nun. Shielded from phpinh:lol-m
by an outworl it is not investdtl with sensd-

corps everyw!
roviews, ond other such. gatherings. 1 konew anoth
cose of & tame buck, which, i & country town, would
mullh:fmmh.lsmmﬂlhww in the suburbs, ind was
tly scen ring bld.wﬂhalufofiumdt
dried fish, or a cut of hacon in his mouth ; for nothing
camo amiss to his appetite.  He was the ;-la.gun of the
hucksbers’ shops In the vicinity, and cout, no doubt, a
good suwn for damages,

The same lendelwy o ﬂl -temper and ferocity, runs
through the antelope tribe; und the ibex and chamols
are examples of it. xmnme some years ago of a
very fine chamois, in the collection of the Duke of

r{m which became so dangerous that it hnd to be de-
ltmyd By the'way, I could not help feeling, when I
suw these animals, what a pity it is that so ) little paing
nre taken to afford such as are kept in captivity some
apportunity of showing thelf native qnalitics. These
chimois wore conflued In a small conrt, with n miniature
attempt at o rocky pinnscle lu the centre. Now, it
y would have cost but a trifle to enclose with wooden
poles from the a\d}u(nlng forest n space considerably
latger, and within this to have erectod something which
might have given these intevesting creatures an oppor-
tonity of displaying their wondrous agility. Perbaps
this additional space and elimbing-ground taight have
saved the life of the beautiful buck, by giving him some
vant for his pent-up energies. I waa told that nuthhl.:ﬁ
eould be more formidable than the way in which he
recontly attacked n calf belonging to the keeper, which
unluckily came in his way. He charged the poor beast
with great violenco, inserting the points of his little
crotked horns with great dexterity in'its side, and rip-
&l:;hlt open in such o way as to cause almost ivstant

It seems singular that we bear nothing of attempts to
jutroduce the chamois and ibex into Scotland. Ought
not thoe wild solitude of our Highland ranges to afford
them o dwelling suitable to thelr nature and habits ! It
may indeed be doubtful whether any mountaink below
the.level of perpetual gnow would be egol enough for
the lbex in summer ; bul the experiment would be well
worth trinl,

-What a noble animal is the nm nearly extinot ibex !
It is t mistake to sn t the chamois dis-
pites m him the honor of the highest mountain
throne, On the contrary, of all four-footed creatures, he
alone breathes the keon air of the Alpine summits ; and
although descending at night to feed in the lower
ranges, yet hig hiome is the bosom of the etornal glacior,
strotched st length upon which he passes the summer.
dtag‘;d mul strives to cool by its contact his heatdd

What would one not give to see n hord of these won-
o e o g o
to the , yeb ski ghtly from crug to orag, and
finding n safe footing amongst the most appalling preci-
piees ! It is not surprising that the chase of the ibex has
for the huntes of the Alps all- the fscination of gam-
bling. No laws, however strict, can_restrain him ; and
aluzmg‘: nt lenst in Bavoy, It is pénal to destroy the

work of slanghter goes on unchecked,

The race is l.hi.nning oub yesr by year ; but it has sur-
l‘iwsl the $ﬂul igned by De Saussure for its extermi-

taken, it is o valuable prize. The skin
bn(m Impaortance ™ commerce 3 the flesh Is excel-
lent, and the borns, if good, will fetch from £3 to £4.

Good horns are known by their sise nnd the number
of knobw along their odge. Fach yesr of the animal's
life & knob is ndded, and they never exeved thirty, that

understood ns the extreme ago of the ibex. 1 wns
fortunate cnough to procure, some years since, a fine
pnlr of horns, which mk about twenty-nine :utn
growth ; buhmhlmhmu m now very rare, nod will

L o g

uhlmu‘hn Snukn must have been
bmxd the alluded to, and awlul the crash
the came o his , for the
mmum;kuu were split in two, although sp-
\lyalmmlu a4 iron, and a portion mtwith

ib:x lt;: tel ’hh itu#ludl 1;“‘ e
among the aul o only a
rior sort of | 'It:p“obmuh tol-uﬂdm
ml‘ re
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Varr Owo Binves Srooks. —A silver spoons with
thnwnutdlutﬁpmﬂlmnm mt!yuld:z
auction in London for $2,100. ‘l'l:n hnndluwm

{ bones,
tions which could have nttributed no to its wcur
vation, bat, while it can be gruped with ﬂngem
xivemMo( lhhbﬂhlﬂm “unmit-
takably. respands to the varled qu of the mind,
nndhyt.'hagenu:‘nl consent of man] ,hmmc»d
o g ook g gy o
and love. 'umm ve uen own
from the yehemence with which It contructs or expands
upon the sudden announcement of good or bad news—
its muscular walls being strained too fur in the upward ov
downward direction to enable them to return—and one
of the purposes which this property of ' the Leart le prob-
ably deslgned to subserve, is, to put. a check upon tho

piwrions through the Alarming physhﬂ l'n-ﬁnn they,

excite.

The brain, again, i3 cnclosed in a bony case.  All our
bodily sensations mve dependent upon, the uneérves, but
even the nerves do not give rise to feeling unless they
are in connexion with the beain. The pervous chord,
which, in familine langraingze, is enlled the epinal marrow,
is the channel by which this commuuieation ja kepl np
in the major part of them ; and when a seetion of what
muybemmerxl’“hu great trunk for the conveyance of

our sensations is deceused, and by the breach ln its con-~

tinuity, the nerves below the disordered can Bo long-
er wend their aconstomed intelligence to the brain, the
portion 8f the body which thus becomes isolated may o
burned or hacked, and no more pain will result than ifit
belonged to a dend carcass instead of ton 1i e .
‘The brain, therefore, in subordination fo the , 5the
phrdmlmkuhu sengation. | Yet, strange to say, it
i itaelf insensible to the wounds which are torture to the

.| #kin, and which wounds the bLrain alone enables ws to

foel. "It is us insonelble,” mays 8if” Charles Bell, 'as
the loather of our shoe, snd a plece may be cut off with-
out interrupting the paticnt in the sentence that he 1s
uttering. Becauso the bome which envelopos it ia ils

ngninst injurles from without ; it hoas no per-
ception of them when directed against its own fabric,
though 1t is, at the ssme time, the sole source of he
pain which these iffjuries Inflict upon ‘the other portions
of the system.  But the skull i+ no defence against the
effects of iIntempernnce, or o vitiated atmosphere, or too
great mental toil. these, comsequently, the same
brain which has been created insensible to the cut of »
knife is fully alive, and po-
plectic oppressions give ample nolldc 1o us to stop the
thie evil, unless we ure to pay the ponlll.y

e ——————
DECLINE OF ORATORY.

FEvery clreumstance has ' its Inw, and every ago ita dis-
tlnoﬂvccimhr The "warld."s great soenc’” s o spoec-
tacle of rapid elanges of chivalry, according
to Mr. Burke, l- guno Bois .&:. age of omtory, We
have fallen on evil times, so far ns eloguence s eon-
cerned: . We have no groat mmdﬁnu the bar or in
the Bennte.  Weo bave, indeed, clever speakers, but ore-
tory as it was )

W in thiat oliler ll:m-,
Warw, snergetic, ohaste, sublimel”

Is almost wholly nnknown among vk, The age js com-
mercisl and utilitarian, and I8 influence s extended
through all ranks of life. The profession of law, which
both in ancient and modern times has ptm.luund very
eminent orators, ia bepoming less and loss o liberul arf,
and more and more a business pursuit, 8o far as the
more interests of the community are conoerned this may
be very well, Bul the Mhnhﬁm aud n:ldnnhl.llu
that the bar is no Jonger the theatre of uqmu
uamumm nw!-bg-;r_

‘l\uﬂl , England can boast no bette
m‘:ﬂ:&hﬁhimmmm Blul:
has fiot & single great orator. No ome nppese to dlaim

ibnuui}otuf m E’M.Dh 5 hmwu the
X tt, i) n exceedin
m neither the large the hrgﬁ

heart whencs llnwthnlivlngm« eloquence.  His
sharp, taocy discourse may win applause; and plant thoms
in the breast of an wdversary, but does not overwheim,
nor warni, nor melt his hesvers,  Earl Derby laa il

ing, impulsive speaker, with o cultivated, puinted eloou-
tion, but he never rises, and is pmhnbl_'r ble to rise,
tnto the higher stining of dnqm Inlstons is n
man ®f t nlut. ! inforraution, mnd large
experience, Mhb him a mr able
dnh:f Atmmﬁmhaha wpeaker buf.

s dended him the higher iﬁ‘ Tori
Palmerston has wil and jokes, .“uﬂ

ughter hoth in bjmnul!md othors ; but laughter is noj

The truth i,
ﬂru. Itts when mighty
when the 1 &
revolution, al or re
and glowing foolia
cendnnt— it is only st grent wintop
comes upon the scene. otion fa ilTue-
trated by ity Mirabean and |- Danton; the American by
its Patrick Henry and ita Jobn Adams. - Tho critical pe.
ddld;ﬂﬁ;lhhhﬂmmmm;a its mond eoi

nent o Gront svints setm to wronise into
action great natures ; to inflame wd thent.  In-
deed, whq m.u,do not ogeur after o long into
val, and the 6 in not uﬁw, ko
are T into ﬂu i
'.2;] will be apt to look only to the noquisition of wealth,
ven o m“ m}ﬂr‘uﬂn [ W
highest mrxul In . g
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